
SUMMARY OF SPECIFIC COMMENTS (PDF FILES ATTACHED) 
 

AREAS OF CONCERN / SEDIMENTS 

 Environmental Protection Agency:  The Environmental Protection Agency provided 
detailed comments on the Aquatic Invasive Species, Habitat/Species, Coastal Health, 
Areas of Concern/Sediments, Nonpoint Source, Toxic Pollutants, and Indicators and 
Information sections of the draft report. 

 U.S. Department of Transportation: For recommendation to "Align Governance to 
Enhance Sustainable Planning"- need to define what is meant by the term "ecosystem 
services".  

 Ohio DNR: It would be helpful for the strategy discussion to acknowledge that surface 
transportation planning is conducted at the metropolitan and statewide level; FHA 
funding programs provide options to support call for collaboration on tourism; include 
other entities than those listed on page 29 with whom coordination is needed; consider 
abandoned coal mines for use of sediments  

 Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper: LAMPS not sufficient for bi-national AOC management. 

 Sediment Management Work Group: Includes detailed comments noting its support 
for the recommendations included in the Plan. 

 The Nature Conservancy:  In its comments, The Nature Conservancy includes general 
observations as well as specific comments on this Section of the report. 

 Crop Life America:  Important to maintain financial support for removing unintended 
consequences of Legacy Act- Recommendation 1 on page 27 is a high priority. 

 Council of  Great Lakes Industries:  Important to remove unintended impediments in 
Legacy Act is essential to clean up remaining sediments in AOCs. 

 Northeast Ohio Area Coordinating Agency:  NOACA strongly supports adequate 
stable funding for RAP partners, especially local partners. 

 Peggy B. Johnson:  Full funding of states and community councils is critical. 

 John K. Bartow, New York State Tug Hill Commission:  Recognition of PCB 
contaminants in Black River sediments may be appropriate in the problem statement. 

 Greg Mund, Michigan Statewide Public Advisory Council:  Federal funding needed 
for implementation actions and programmatic and technical capacity at all government 
levels; specific funding allocations should be given to existing federal programs; changes 
needed in the Post-delisting Monitoring and Stewardship, U.S.-Side Only Delisting in 
Binational AOCs, and the Draft Restoration sections. 
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 Saint Clair River Binational Public Advisory Council:  Made specific comments with 
regards to Funding the Great Lakes Legacy Act, Delisting AOCs, and Funding for 
Existing Programs; continued monitoring and stewardship in AOCs following delisting is 
a cause for concern; a recovery stage or delisting status that failed to recognize the St. 
Clair River as one comprehensive Area of Concern is a poor approach. 

 Great Lakes Boating Federation:  Permanent solution to the contaminated sediment 
issue needed; in situ remediation is a cause for concern; sediment capping is a poor 
approach; dredging of contaminated sediment to reduce the resuspension of contaminants 
in stirred sediment should be pursued. 

 Concerned Groups' Collective Comment on the Great Lakes Regional 
Collaboration Draft Plan:  Recognize sources of impairment beyond toxic sediments; 
make recommendations for cleaning land-based sites impairing uses; section entitled 
"Toxic Sites Outside AOCs" should address contaminated sediments and toxics sites 
falling outside official Areas of Concern; specific comments made with regards to the 
Goals and Milestones, Use of Legacy Act, Potentially Responsible Parties, Expanding 
AOC Program Capacity to Include Community Involvement, Establishing a Federal-State 
AOC Coordinating Committee, and "Mining" Confined Disposal Facilities sections. 

 City of Waukegan:  We strongly support the clean-up and delisting of Waukegan 
Harbor as one of the ten recommended sites for priority delisting. 

 Tipp of the Mitt Watershed Council:  "Mining" of existing confined disposal facilities 
is a poor strategy unless the contents are clean sands and the beneficial use of the 
materials will not release contaminants; specific comments made with regards to 
Sediment Concentration, Binationality, Toxic Sites outside AOCs, Use of Legacy Act, 
Potentially Responsible Parties, Expanding AOC Program Capacity should Include 
Community Involvement, Establishing a Federal-State AOC Coordinating Committee, 
and "Mining" Confined Disposal Facilities. 

 EPA Region Five Waste, Pesticides, and Toxics Division:  EPA should encourage the 
use of authorities beyond the great Lakes Legacy Act to address contaminated sediments; 
report should be careful when mentioning current disposal methods, mainly the use of 
confined disposal facilities; funding request is unlikely to be granted.  

 The Nature Conservancy Great Lakes Program:  Biodiversity and habitat 
conservation goals should be included in the list of criteria for delisting AOCs; AOC 
Remedial Action Plans should be developed within a broader ecological context. 

 Council of Great Lakes Industries:  Maintaining financial support and removing 
unintended impediments in the Great Lakes Legacy Act is essential.  

 Ashtabula City Port Authority:  Supports goal of delisting the Ashtabula River as an 
AOC by 2010 and finding that accelerated progress requires appropriations under the 
Great Lakes Legacy Act; supports the first priority stated in the chapter.  
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 John Beeker, Northeast Ohio Area Coordinating Agency:  We support enactment of 
Great Lakes River Restoration Act funded at $40 million/year combined with efforts to 
restore heavily degraded urban streams.   

 Terry Korzan:  Why is so little of the total budget for the action plan designated for RAP 
groups? 

 Jan Miller, Army Corps: Jan provided a memorandum for the record that spells out the 
ACOE technical comments on the draft report. 

 Great Lakes Sea Grant Network: The network provided a series of general 
recommendations and a set of comments based on a series of workshops held during the 
2003-2004 Great Lakes Restoration Workshop Series; in addition the network provided 
more specific comments on  each of the 8 issue areas contained in the Draft report. 

 Kalamazoo Environmental Council: We have particular concerns with the PCB 
contamination that placed the Kalamazoo River on the superfund list in 1990; Fifteen 
years later, as much as 200-400 pound of PCBs flow annually into Lake Michigan from 
the River; need to create a strategy to increase available funding for sediment clean up; 
reinstate the Superfund tax; establish a risk assessment process for awarding Legacy Act 
grants for clean up of sediments in areas of greatest need. 

 Lee Botts:  The AOC section concentrates only on funding for cleanup of sediments; 
without considering that the upcoming review of the Water Quality Agreement could 
offer an opportunity to revise or abandon this policy. 

 Genesis Fluid Solutions, LLC:   We specifically endorse the recommendations of this 
team; we have an innovative sediment handling, dewatering technology that could be 
used in the GL to hydraulically dredge AOCs. 

 Great Lakes Boating Federation: We have grave reservations about in situ remediation 
and even more concern about sediment capping. 

 Alliance for the Great Lakes:  We recommend that the Waukegan Harbor AOC be slated 
as a short-term priority for clean up. 

 Macomb County Environmental Prosecutor (and Others):   We think it is unrealistic 
to de-list the US side of the St. Mary's River and St.Clair river, by 2010; delisting should 
occur at the same time in both countries. 

 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































