
 Agency Correspondence 
Cedar Estates Basin 

 OEPA ID#144492  

 

22999 Forbes Road, Suite B • Cleveland, Ohio 44146-5667 

Phone: 440.439.1999 • Fax: 440.439.1969 • www.cvelimited.com 

  

P
a
g

e
 1

 

1.0 AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE  

This Agency Correspondence confirms the request(s) for review and comments in regards 

to the Cedar Estates Basin proposed by the City of North Royalton (the Applicant).  The 

Agencies contacted are as follows: US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). All 

correspondence was done in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code 6111.30(A)(1), 

6111.30(A)(10) and 6111.30(A)(7).  This correspondence summary follows the format 

provided by the Ohio EPA Section 401 Water Quality Certification Application Completion 

and Submittal Instructions (rev. 7/2014) Item 4. 

 

2.0 US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

2.1 USACE JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION LETTER 

The Cedar Estates Basin site was investigated by an outside consultant to determine the 

presence of “waters of the United States” (i.e., wetlands and streams).  A delineation of all 

“waters of the United States” was completed in 2011.  Mr. Keith Sendziak of the USACE 

Buffalo District conducted a site inspection to review the stream channel locations and 

wetland boundaries.  A Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD) letter confirming the 

wetland and stream delineation was issued by the USACE on July 15, 2015 .This letter is 

attached in Item 4. 

2.2 USACE PUBLIC NOTICE 

On behalf of the Applicant Chagrin Valley Engineering, Ltd. (CVE) submitted a Section 404 

permit application to the USCAE in June 2015. The USACE accepted this application as 

complete and a public notice was issued on July 13, 2015 for a 30 day comment period. A 

copy of the public notice is attached in Item 4.  

 

3.0 OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

The ODNR – Division of Wildlife (DOW) supplied information on occurrences of state or 

federal threatened and endangered species adjacent to or within the Cedar Estates Basin. 

The DOW conducted a search of the Natural Heritage Database. In a response letter dated 

February 2, 2015 the DOW indicated that no they have no records of rare or endangered 

species within the Cedar Estates Basin project nor any records within 1-mile of the project 

area. In addition the DOW is unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features, 

animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, nature preserves, parks or forests, 

national wildlife refuges or other protected natural areas within 1-mile of the project site. A 

copy of DOW response letter is attached in Item 4. 
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4.0 US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

The USFWS maintains a list of species for each county in Ohio. Cuyahoga County is within 

the known range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), Piping Plover 

(Charadrius melodus), Kirtland’s Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii), Rufa Red Knot (Calidris 

canutus rufa), and species of concern Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).   The USFWS 

will also provide comments on the Project’s potential effect on the Bald Eagle and its habitat.  

While not an Endangered Species, the Bald Eagle is protected under the migratory bird act. 

And although the Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) is not listed, the USACE 

and USFWS have agreed to consult on any project that may affect this species. As required 

by Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the USACE will coordinate with the 

USFWS.  In order to determine the Cedar Estates Basin project’s potential effect on the 

federally listed species and/or their habitat CVE submitted a habitat review request to 

USFWS.  

 

The USFWS reviewed the habitat review submitted by CVE and responded on July 16, 

2015. The USFWS does not anticipate any adverse effects to federally listed species. 

Please see the attached response for further details. 
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RESPONSE LETTER 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Division of Wildlife 
Scott Zody, Chief 

2045 Morse Rd., Bldg. G 
Columbus, OH 43229-6693 

Phone: (614) 265-6300 

 
 
     February 2, 2015 
 
 
Erin Van Nort 
Chagrin Valley Engineering, Ltd. 
22999 Forbes Rd., Suite B 
Cleveland, OH 44146 
 
Dear Ms. Van Nort, 
 
 After reviewing the Natural Heritage Database, I find the Division of Wildlife has no records of 
rare or endangered species in the Cedar Estates Proposed Water Retention Basin project area, 
including a one mile radius, in North Royalton, Cuyahoga County, Ohio.  We are unaware of any 
unique ecological sites, geologic features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, 
nature preserves, parks or forests, national wildlife refuges, parks or forests or other protected natural 
areas within a one mile radius of the project area.   
 We have a record for an Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) capture location within a five mile radius 
of the project site.  Due to the sensitivity of this species, we do not provide the precise location of the 
observation.  We have no records for Indiana Bat hibernacula within a ten mile radius of the project 
site.  The nearest Bald Eagle nest is approximately seven miles to the northwest of the project area.  
Bald Eagle nest locations are based on survey data that was last collected in 2012.  Since the Bald 
Eagle was removed from the state rare species list, the Natural Heritage Program will no longer be 
maintaining comprehensive Bald Eagle nest data going forward. 
 Our inventory program has not completely surveyed Ohio and relies on information supplied by 
many individuals and organizations.  Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a 
statement that rare species or unique features are absent from that area.  This letter only represents a 
review of rare species and natural features data within the Ohio Natural Heritage Database.  It does 
not fulfill coordination under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) or the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S. C. 661 et seq.) and does not supersede or 
replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the 
obligation to comply with any local, state or federal laws or regulations. 

Please contact me at 614-265-6818 if I can be of further assistance. 
 
     Sincerely, 

      
     Debbie Woischke 
     Ohio Natural Heritage Database Program 
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