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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
MarkWest Ohio Fractionation Company, L.L.C. (MarkWest) is proposing to expand the Hopedale 
North Rail Yard on an approximately 90-acre site located northwest of the Village of Hopedale 
in Green Township, Harrison County, Ohio. The original rail yard and natural gas liquids (NGLs) 
loading facility is currently being constructed west of the proposed project area. As part of the 
original rail yard development, impacts to 228 feet of perennial stream and 0.49 acres of 
herbaceous wetland were permitted via approval under Nationwide Permit #39, which was 
issued by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) on April 29, 2015 (Permit No. 
2014-1182). Additionally, impacts to 0.43 acre of isolated wetland were permitted via a 
General Isolated Wetland Permit, which was issued by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) on April 8, 2015 (Ohio EPA ID No. 154687). 
 
The proposed expansion provides for the development of additional storage and loading areas 
immediately adjacent to the original rail yard, which have become necessary due to increased 
natural gas and NGL production throughout the western Pennsylvania and eastern Ohio region 
not anticipated at the time of the prior application. The expansion will include approximately 
37,900 linear feet of track, 14 storage tanks, access roads and stormwater detention basins.  
 
The project will expand the rail yard from two (2) to five (5) tracks for loading NGLS, lengthen 
the seven (7) existing storage tracks for rail car storage and add seven (7) additional storage 
tracks. The expanded rail will allow the facility to operate more efficiently, expand loading 
operations from 20 loading spots to 50 loading spots, and double the total daily tank car output 
from 80 cars per day to 160 cars per day. Construction of the rail yard expansion will require 
grading and earth movement across approximately 78 acres, including approximately 65 acres 
of tree clearing. 
 
EMH&T has prepared this document in accordance with a request by MarkWest for Section 401 
Water Quality Certification from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) and Clean 
Water Act Section 404 authorization from the USACE for impacts to Waters of the United States 
in association with the proposed project. MarkWest is seeking authorization from the Ohio EPA 
and the USACE to construct the proposed Preferred Alternative. 
 
Attached to the end of this section is the completed 401 Water Quality Certification Application 
Form (Attachment 1A) and 404 Permit Application Form (Attachment 1B). 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 1A 

401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
 
  









 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENT 1B 

404 PERMIT APPLICATION FORM 
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