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1.0 APPLICATION FORM ADDITIONAL RESPONSES 

ITEM 1 Supplemental Information.  Application Form: Section 2, Item C: Brief Project 

Description/Purpose 

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION   

Marathon Pipe Line LLC (MPL) is proposing to (1) construct approximately 50 miles of petroleum 

pipeline from Cadiz to Canton, Ohio, and (2) remove approximately 4.1 miles of Marathon Petroleum 

Company’s (MPC) Breezehill pipeline, an inactive, purged 4-inch gas line in Stark County.  Both of these 

activities are considered components of the overall Cornerstone Pipeline Project.  The proposed 50-mile 

petroleum line traverses portions of Harrison, Carroll, Tuscarawas, and Stark counties (from south to 

north).  The proposed pipeline will be composed of two sizes with 16-inch diameter pipe from Cadiz 

(Mile Post 0.0) to East Sparta (Mile Post 41.5) and 8-inch diameter pipe from East Sparta to Canton (Mile 

Post 50.1).   The proposed Breezehill pipeline removal component of this project is located entirely within 

Stark County and its southern end is located at Mile Post 46.05 of the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline and 

continues north for approximately 4.1 miles to its terminus within Marathon Petroleum Company LP’s 

(MPC) Canton refinery, running parallel to and in close proximity to the Cornerstone alignment. 

The selected alignment for the new pipeline reflects an accommodation of landowner concerns, locations 

of existing pipeline, input from all relevant state and federal agencies, and avoidance/minimization of 

significant adverse impacts to the waters of the U.S., protected species, and cultural resources.  The start 

and end points of the pipeline alignment are required locations, with the start point being in Cadiz, 

Harrison County where the Cornerstone Pipeline will tie in to the MarkWest condensate stabilization 

facility to obtain the condensate liquids for delivery to MPC’s Canton refinery and to Ohio River Pipe 

Line LLC’s (ORPL) East Sparta tank farm.  The route selection was also driven by the need to connect to 

the Utica East Ohio (UEO) Harrison Hub fractionation facility near Scio (Harrison County) to obtain 

more product for delivery by the Cornerstone Pipeline.   

The decision to co-locate as much of the proposed pipeline with currently existing foreign (i.e., owned by 

other companies) pipelines was based principally on MPL’s corporate position of minimizing impacts to 

the environment.  Co-locating allows MPL to utilize a portion of the existing maintained ROW of the 

paralleling foreign pipeline, thereby minimizing the amount of disturbance to areas outside of the already 

disturbed ROW.  The proposed alignment of the Cornerstone Pipeline parallels existing utility lines for 

over 75% of the route. 

As stated above, part of this project also involves removal of 4.1 miles of the inactive and purged 

Breezehill 4-inch pipeline located in Stark County that begins near Cornerstone MP 46.05 and ends at 

MPC’s Canton Refinery.  This line has been inactive for approximately 10 years and MPL proposes to 

remove it prior to construction of the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline and, where feasible to use the 

excavated Breezehill Pipeline trench for installation of sections of the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline. 

It is anticipated that construction activities for this project would be initiated in the spring of 2016 and be 

completed within approximately five months. 

The land crossed by the Cornerstone and Breezehill pipelines is predominately deciduous forest 

(approximately 56 percent) followed by open land (approximately 39 percent developed, barren, open 

space, row crops, and hay/pasture, per NLCD 2006 Land Cover data, 2006), and lies primarily (95%) 

within the Western Allegheny Plateau Ecoregion, with 5% of the line within the Erie Drift Plain  
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Ecoregion.  The pipeline routes are wholly contained within the physiographic region known as the 

Appalachian Plateaus: Kanawha Section.  The land crossed by the pipeline routes within the northern 2.6 

miles of the alignment is predominately deciduous forest and lies within the Appalachian Highlands 

Division, in the physiographic province known as the Appalachian Plateaus in the Kanawha section 

(Allegheny Plateaus), of the Erie Drift Plain Level III Ecoregion, an area typified by maturely dissected 

upland modified by glaciation, characterized with rounded hills, ridges, and broad valleys.  Natural 

vegetation within this ecoregion includes beech-maple forest, Appalachian oak forest, northern hardwood 

forest, mixed mesophytic forest, and a small extent of oak-hickory forest.  The land crossed by the 

Cornerstone and Breezehill pipeline routes within the southern 47.5 miles of the alignment is 

predominately deciduous forest and lies within the Appalachian Highlands Division, in the physiographic 

province known as the Appalachian Plateaus in the Kanawha section (Allegheny Plateaus), of the 

Western Allegheny Plateau Level III Ecoregion, an area typified by maturely dissected plateau with high 

hills, sharp ridges, and narrow valleys.  Natural vegetation within this ecoregion includes mixed 

mesophytic forest and Appalachian oak forest.  Other communities may include mixed oak forest, oak-

hickory forest, oak-pine forest, hemlock forest, beech forest, floodplain forest, and swamp forest.  

The environmental investigations for this project encompassed a Survey Corridor typically 300 feet in 

width (expanded or reduced in select areas due to local constraints or identification of a need to survey 

additional areas) surrounding the proposed centerline of the Cornerstone and Breezehill alignments.  The 

purpose of reviewing such a large corridor width was to identify environmental constraints present within 

the Survey Corridor so that identification of the proposed pipeline route could take into consideration 

constraints presented by factors such as the presence of wetlands, protected species occurrences/habitat, 

and cultural resources/historic properties.  By reviewing the wide Survey Corridor the applicant was also 

able to accommodate minor revisions to the selected alignment without the need to conduct additional 

environmental studies.  The process of avoiding and minimizing impacts to sensitive environmental 

features, e.g., wetlands and streams was also facilitated by having collected data for the entire 300-ft 

Survey Corridor. 

The project will result in temporary impacts to wetlands and streams and some permanent impacts along 

the project corridor to cultural resources and the habitat of the endangered Indiana bat and threatened 

northern long-eared bat.  With regard to cultural resources, the project will result in permanent impacts to 

part of four archaeological resources coincident with USACE jurisdictional areas: sites 33TU0738, 

33ST1072, 33ST1073 and 33ST1074.  These four sites, all prehistoric in character, have been 

recommended as not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The OHPO has 

concurred with the recommendation that these four sites are not eligible for the NRHP. 

The installation of the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline would involve impacting an approximate 90-ft wide 

construction ROW (narrowed to 75 ft at all wetland and stream crossings for the Preferred Alternative).  

The 90-ft construction ROW is typically composed of a 50-ft permanent ROW, and 40 ft of temporary 

ROW for additional work space.  This 90-ft construction ROW would be impacted by proposed pipeline 

trench excavation, stockpiling of soil, grading, movement of construction equipment, and 

regarding/seeding/mulching activities.  Upon completion, the maintained ROW will be 50 ft in width 

centered on the new pipeline.  The removal of the small Breezehill Pipeline would involve a construction 

ROW of varying widths, varying from 20 to 40 ft in width depending on local conditions and/or 

landowner-related issues. 

The proposed activities would result in temporary impacts to waters of the U.S. due to excavation and fill 

activities associated with installation of the pipeline.  However, there is no loss of waters of the U.S. as a 

result of the proposed project.   
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1.2 PROJECT PURPOSE   

The purpose of the project is to construct a pipeline for the transport of Utica Shale condensate from 

processing facilities to the MPC Canton Refinery and the ORPL East Sparta Tank Farm.  The 

Cornerstone Pipeline is production-driven and designed to provide the necessary new pipeline 

infrastructure to transport liquids from the Utica Shale production area in Ohio.  Currently, Utica liquids 

are being transported via truck, rail, and barge.  Construction of the Cornerstone Pipeline will provide a 

more efficient and safer mode of transporting the liquids to the marketplace. 

This project has been proposed in order to address the identified need for efficient and safe delivery of 

condensate from the Utica Shale to refineries in order to meet the needs of producers, mid-streamers, 

marketers, diluent blenders, and refiners as the Utica Shale continues to develop.  Production of 

condensate continues to grow from the Utica Shale and this pipeline will help deliver the condensate to 

refineries where it can be processed into gasoline and diesel.  Additionally, this pipeline will transport 

natural gasoline which will be used to create additional gasoline in the United States, and also delivered to 

Canada as diluent to be blended with more viscous crude for pipeline transportation.   

The removal of the inactive and purged 4-inch Breezehill Pipeline is part of the overall Cornerstone 

Pipeline project and has been proposed in response to both the need to utilize portions of its alignment for 

installation of the Cornerstone Pipeline and because the line has been inactive for approximately 10 years 

and was disconnected from all Marathon systems and facilities some time ago. 

ITEM 1 Supplemental Information.  Application Form: Section 2, Item G: Project Location 

1.3 PROJECT LOCATION   

The proposed Cornerstone Pipeline is located in east-central Ohio and runs from Cadiz (Harrison County) 

to Canton (Stark County) (see Figure 1 in Item 6).  The line traverses from south to north, portions of 

Harrison, Carroll, Tuscarawas, and Stark counties.  The coordinates for the approximate center of the 

project are: 40.474849/-81.248801.  The proposed pipeline will be composed of pipe of two sizes with a 

16-inch diameter pipe from Cadiz (Mile Post 0.0) to East Sparta (Mile Post 41.5) and 8-inch diameter 

pipe from East Sparta to Canton (Mile Post 50.1).  In order to minimize impacts to waters of the U.S., the 

final proposed alignment has been selected to be co-located with other foreign pipelines, to the greatest 

extent practicable.  In this regard, approximately 75% of the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline is co-located 

(offset typically 25 - 35 ft) with other foreign pipelines.  Item 6 contains the project maps that show the 

proposed pipeline alignment plotted on USGS 7.5 minute USGS quadrangle maps.   

The proposed Breezehill Pipeline removal component of this PCN is located entirely within Stark County 

and its southern end is located at Mile Post 46.05 of the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline and continues 

north for approximately 4.1 miles to its terminus within MPC’s Canton Refinery, running parallel to and 

in close proximity to the proposed Cornerstone Pipeline alignment.  The 4-inch Breezehill line has been 

inactive for approximately 10 years and has been purged and disconnected from Marathon facilities. 

The overall project area is located almost entirely within the Tuscarawas River Hydrologic Unit Code 

(HUC) 05100101.  A small portion of the project area (< 0.1 mile) does fall within the Upper Ohio-

Wheeling HUC Code 05030106 at the extreme southern end of the proposed alignment; however, there 

are no waters of the U.S. located within the Upper Ohio-Wheeling HUC portion of the proposed 

Cornerstone Pipeline project.  The project area crosses multiple unnamed headwater streams within the 

Tuscarawas River drainage, as well as the named streams (south to north): Clear Fork, Conotton Creek, 

Indian Fork, Dog Run, Beggar Run, Huff Run, Sandy Creek, Nimishillen Creek, Bear Run, Domer Ditch, 
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and Hurford Run.  None of the streams crossed by the proposed project are classified as “special waters” 

by the State of Ohio.  Figures 2 and 3 (Item 6) provide maps showing the 12-digit HUC basins for the 

Cornerstone and Breeze Hill Pipelines, respectively. 

 




