
 

 1228 Euclid Avenue, Suite 1050 | Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Office: 216.664.6493 | Fax: 216.664.6532 

 
October 24, 2014 
 
Mr. Joe Loucek 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Northeast District Office 
2110 East Aurora Road 
Twinsburg, Ohio  44087 
 
Re: 401 Water Quality Certification Application Response to Technical Comments 
 Vrooman Road 
 Corps Public Notice No.  NA 
 Ohio EPA ID No. 144408      
 
Dear Mr. Louceck: 
 
On behalf of the Lake County Engineer’s Office (LCEO), Michael Baker Jr., Inc. is formally 
submitting a response to your two e-mails dated October 10, 2014 regarding the Vrooman 
Road project.   The intent of this submittal is to provide a technically sound and thorough 
permit application for your continued review and approval.  Your comments followed by our 
responses are provided below.   
 
1. Being persnickety, on the preferred and minimum deg alternatives, aren’t there impacts 

from I-90 north to the bridge on Vrooman where the road will be straightened, or is all 
that flat and gentle-curved enough not to be a problem?  If that is the case, could you 
please resend the alternatives maps zooming more into the project? 

 
There will be no straightening along Vrooman Road.  The only impacts to aquatic resources 
from I-90 north to the bridge on Vrooman Road include the replacement and extension of three 
existing culverts on Stream 3.  A schematic plan with these locations highlighted is attached.  
Plan and profile sheets for each of the culvert extensions were included in Figure 4 of Appendix 
B of the Section 401 Application submitted August 7, 2014.  The impacts to Stream 3 are the 
same for both the Preferred and Minimal Degradation Alternatives. 
 
2. With regard to the preferred and minimum degradation alternative, given that both are 

within the same corridor, please provide detailed description of how and why the impacts 
are different. 

 
Section 10a of the Section 401 Water Quality Certification requires a detailed description of any 
construction work, fill or other structures to occur or be placed in or near the surface water.  
Please see pages 6 and 7 of the Section 401 Application submitted August 7, 2014 for detailed 
descriptions of how and why the impacts are different for each alternative.   



 

 
3. I lost track on the status of the application fees.  Has County sent in the check?  
 
On October 20, 2014, LCEO submitted check #00330396 in the amount of $5,200.00 to the Ohio 
EPA office in Twinsburg, Ohio.  
 
4. I have spent a few more moments looking at the Preferred and Minimum Degradation 

drawings.  The purpose of these drawings are to demonstrate pictorially the project, and 
to draw attention to the differences between the two options.  I really cannot see a 
difference between the two.  If you need to provide a cross-section or two to tell the 
story, that’s fine.  But I really need to be able to differentiate pictorially between the 
preferred and minimum deg alternatives. 

 
The only differences between the two alternatives include the removal of the Northern Haul 
Road and the addition of a river causeway in the Minimal Degradation Alternative.  We have 
edited the previous figures highlighting these differences between the two alternatives.  Please 
note that plan and profile sheets for the Preferred Alternative are included as Figure 3 in 
Appendix B of the Section 401 Application.  Plan and profile sheets for the Minimal Degradation 
Alternative are included as Figure 5 in Appendix B of the Section 401 Application.    
 
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this submittal or questions during your 
review.  I can be reached at 216.776.6612 or via email at dewhite@mbakerintl.com.  Thank you 
in advance for your consideration of this matter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
MICHAEL BAKER JR., INC. 
 

 
 
Debra E. White 
Project Manager 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc:  James R. Gills, Lake County Engineer’s Office 
     Chantelle Carroll, USACE Orwell Field Office 
     Rick Queen, Ohio EPA 
     T. Sorge, ODOT  
     L. Ciborek, Baker 

mailto:dewhite@mbakerintl.com


 

 

Drawings 
 



Locations of culvert
replacements/extensions



Temporary Impacts to Wetland J
due to the Northern Construction
Haul Road

No River Causeway for Construction
per FONSI/ODNR Scenic Rivers
Coordination



No Temporary Impacts to
Wetland J - No Northern
Haul Road for construction

Temporary River Causeway for
Construction - Temporary impacts to
Grand River - Not allowable per FONSI/
ODNR Scenic Rivers Coordination




