
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit Program 

 

F A C T   S H E E T 

 

Regarding a Modification to an NPDES Permit To Discharge to Waters of the State of Ohio 

for the Elyria Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 

Public Notice No.:  08-09-016 OEPA Permit No.:  3PD00034*KD 

Public Notice Date:  September 12, 2008 Application No.:  OH0025003 

Comment Period Ends:  October 13, 2008 

 

 

 Name and Address of Facility Where 

Name and Address of Applicant: Discharge Occurs:                  

 

City of Elyria            Elyria Wastewater Pollution Control 

328 Broad Street           1194 Gulf Road 

Elyria, Ohio  44035           Elyria, Ohio 

 

 

Receiving Water: Black River         Subsequent  

 Stream Network: Lake Erie 

 

Introduction 

 

Development of a Fact Sheet for NPDES permits is mandated by Title 40 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations, Section 124.8 and 124.56.  This document fulfills the requirements established in those 

regulations by providing the information necessary to inform the public of actions proposed by the Ohio 

Environmental Protection Agency, as well as the methods by which the public can participate in the 

process of finalizing those actions. 

 

This Fact Sheet is prepared in order to document the technical basis and risk management decisions that 

are considered in the determination of water quality based NPDES Permit effluent limitations.  The 

technical basis for the Fact Sheet may consist of evaluations of promulgated effluent guidelines, existing 

effluent quality, instream biological, chemical and physical conditions, and the relative risk of alternative 

effluent limitations.  This Fact Sheet details the discretionary decision-making process empowered to the 

Director by the Clean Water Act and Ohio Water Pollution Control Law (ORC 6111).  Decisions to award 

variances to Water Quality Standards or promulgated effluent guidelines for economic or technological 

reasons will also be justified in the Fact Sheet where necessary. 

 

Procedures for Participation in the Formulation of Final Determinations 

 

The proposed modification is tentative but shall become final on the effective date unless (1) an 

adjudication hearing is requested, (2) the Director withdraws and revises the proposed modification after 

consideration of the record of a public meeting or written comments, or (3) upon disapproval by the 

Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  

 

Within thirty (30) days of publication of this notice, any person may submit written comments, a 

statement as to why the proposed modification should be changed, a request for a public meeting on the 

proposed modification and/or a request for notice of further actions concerning the modification.  All 

communications timely received will be considered in the final formulation of the modification.  If 

significant public interest is shown a public meeting will be held prior to finalization of the modification. 
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Within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the proposed modification any officer of an agency of the state 

or of a political subdivision, acting in his representative capacity or any person aggrieved or adversely 

affected by issuance of it may request an adjudication hearing by submitting a written objection in 

accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 3745.07.  Since all other conditions of the permit remain in 

effect, a hearing may not be requested on any issues other than the proposed modification.  If an 

adjudication hearing is requested, the existing NPDES permit will remain in effect until the hearing is 

resolved.  Following the finalization of the modification by the Director, any person who was a party to 

an adjudication hearing may appeal to the Environmental Review Appeals Commission. 

 

Requests for public meetings shall be in writing and shall state the action of the Director objected to, the 

questions to be considered, and the reasons the action is contested.  Such requests should be addressed to: 

 

Legal Records Section 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

Lazarus Government Center 

P.O. Box 1049 

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049 
 

Interested persons are invited to submit written comments upon the proposed modification.  Comments 

should be submitted in person or by mail no later than 30 days after the date of this Public Notice.  

Deliver or mail all comments to: 

 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

Attention:  Division of Surface Water 

Permits and Compliance Section  

Lazarus Government Center 

P.O. Box 1049 

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049 
 

The OEPA permit number and Public Notice numbers should appear on each page of any submitted 

comments.  All comments received no later than 30 days after the date of the Public Notice will be 

considered. 

 

Citizens may conduct file reviews regarding specific companies or sites.  Appointments are necessary to 

conduct file reviews, because requests to review files have increased dramatically in recent years. The 

first 250 pages copied are free. For requests to copy more than 250 pages, there is a five-cent charge for 

each page copied. Payment is required by check or money order, made payable to Treasurer State of 

Ohio. 
 
 
Location of Discharge/Receiving Water Use Classification 

 

The Elyria wastewater treatment plant discharges at approximately river mile 10.6 to the Black River, 

which flows into Lake Erie.  The Black River is designated for the following uses under Ohio’s Water 

Quality Standards (OAC 3745-1-27): Warmwater Habitat, Season Salmonid, Agricultural Water Supply, 

Industrial Water Supply, and Primary Contact Recreation.  This section of the Black River is designated 

by Ohio EPA River Code 20-002 and by USEPA River Reach number 04110001-004.  Figure 1 shows 

the approximate location of this facility. 

 

Facility Description 

 

The Elyria wastewater plant is an advanced treatment facility with an average daily design flow of 13.0 

MGD (million gallons per day).  Wet stream processes are screening, grit and scum removal, ferric 
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chloride addition for phosphorus removal, primary settling, biological treatment with trickling filters and 

activated sludge aeration, secondary clarification, disinfection by chlorination, dechlorination and post 

aeration.  Solid stream processes include anaerobic digestion, dewatering by belt filter press, and sludge 

disposal at the PPG Lime Lakes Reclamation Facility.   

 

Elyria implements an Ohio EPA-approved industrial pretreatment program.  Based on information in the 

2007 annual program report, four categorical industrial users and five significant noncategorical industrial 

users discharge to the wastewater plant.   

 

Collection System – Combined Sewer Overflows and Sanitary Sewer Overflows 

 

Elyria’s collection system  is approximately 94 percent separate sanitary sewers and 6 percent combined 

sewers.  Twenty seven (27) CSOs (combined sewer overflows) are authorized in the City’s NPDES 

permit.  A 1.6 million gallon wet weather storage tank is available at the Elyria plant to store flows 

greater than 30 MGD for subsequent treatment.  The operating practice at the plant includes automatic 

diversion of any flow greater than 30 MGD to the wet weather storage tank, with bypass to the stream 

through station 003 occurring if the tank becomes full.  

 

Under the terms of its previous NPDES permit, the City submitted an operational plan that documented 

implementation of the nine minimum CSO control measures, which was approved in May 1997.  The 

City submitted a long-term control plan for its CSOs on June 29, 1998.  The City completed certain 

recommendations of the plan under the terms of its previous NPDES permit:   

 

-  Complete a dry weather outfall survey of entire Black River within Elyria City limits.  Investigate and 

where possible eliminate all sources of pollution.  (Completed)   

 

-  Install sumped catch basins in combined sewer areas tributary to East Avenue and 4
th
 Street Siphon to 

keep grit out of the collection system.  (Completed) 

 

-  Raise weir 18 inches at West River and Bond Street Overflow regulator CSO 130A, and raise weir 5 

inches at the Barres Lane and West Avenue flow regulator number 143.  (Completed) 

 

-  Maximize the Mussey Avenue sewer by diverting CSO 104 from existing 15 inch sewer to a 27 inch 

sewer.  (Completed) 

 

The City had also been conducting additional modeling work both to characterize the existing wet 

weather overflows from the collection system and also to evaluate potential control options.  Overflows 

from the City’s CSOs had been substantially reduced.  Based on discussions during the renewal of its 

current NPDES permit, Ohio EPA and the City agreed that the best strategy for the City was to conduct a 

comprehensive study that would address overflows system wide - both combined sewer overflows and 

sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs).   

 

The City’s current NPDES permit includes a compliance schedule for the City to address both CSOs and 

SSOs in a comprehensive, system wide study.  This compliance schedule was acceptable to Ohio EPA, 

the Ohio Attorney General’s Office and U.S. EPA.   

 

Basis of the Modification 

 

Compliance schedule Item E in the current NPDES permit requires the City to submit a comprehensive 

sewer overflow plan no later than August 1, 2008.  This modification, which was requested by the City, 

would extend this compliance date by four months until December 1, 2008.  This addition time will allow 

the City to implement its Public Notification and Participation Plan”, which was submitted to the Ohio 
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EPA on February 1, 2008.  The additional time will also provide city personnel time to review and 

comment on the proposed plan, its costs and proposed implementation schedule. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Figure 1.  Approximate location of Elyria wastewater treatment plant.  
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