
2006 Compliance Assistance 2006 Compliance Assistance 
ConferenceConference



Spill ReportingSpill Reporting
(When Things Go Wrong)(When Things Go Wrong)

Jim CrawfordJim Crawford
Division of Emergency & Remedial ResponseDivision of Emergency & Remedial Response

Emergency Response UnitEmergency Response Unit
Senior OnSenior On--Scene CoordinatorScene Coordinator

Southwest District OfficeSouthwest District Office



Session OverviewSession Overview

Ohio Spill Reporting Ohio Spill Reporting 
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Federal ReportingFederal Reporting
How can I prepare for a spill?How can I prepare for a spill?
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Ohio EPA Laws and RegulationsOhio EPA Laws and Regulations
for Reportingfor Reporting

Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 3750Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 3750

Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3750Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3750--2525



Ohio Revised/Administrative Ohio Revised/Administrative 
CodeCode

ORC Section 3750.06(D)ORC Section 3750.06(D)
Verbal NotificationVerbal Notification
Written Notice Written Notice 

OAC Rule 3750OAC Rule 3750--2525--25(A)25(A)
Verbal Notification RequirementsVerbal Notification Requirements
Written Notice RequirementsWritten Notice Requirements



Relevant DefinitionsRelevant Definitions

The definitions that follow are taken from the The definitions that follow are taken from the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Ohio Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Ohio 
Revised Code (ORC) and Ohio Administrative Revised Code (ORC) and Ohio Administrative 
Code (OAC).Code (OAC).



ReleaseRelease



ReleaseRelease

Means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting,Means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting,
emptying, discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching,emptying, discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching,
dumping, or disposing of into the environment.  dumping, or disposing of into the environment.  

This includes, without limitation, the abandonment orThis includes, without limitation, the abandonment or
discarding of barrels, containers, and other closeddiscarding of barrels, containers, and other closed
receptacles that contained any oil, hazardous chemical,receptacles that contained any oil, hazardous chemical,
hazardous substance or extremely hazardous substance.hazardous substance or extremely hazardous substance.



FacilityFacility



FacilityFacility

Means all buildings, equipment, structures and Means all buildings, equipment, structures and 
other stationary items that are located on a single other stationary items that are located on a single 
site or on contiguous or adjacent sites and that site or on contiguous or adjacent sites and that 
are owned or operated by the same person or by are owned or operated by the same person or by 
any person who controls, is controlled by, or is any person who controls, is controlled by, or is 
under common control with such person. For the under common control with such person. For the 
purposes of §3750.06 of the ORC, the term also purposes of §3750.06 of the ORC, the term also 
includes includes motor vehicles, rolling stock and aircraft.motor vehicles, rolling stock and aircraft.



Navigable WatersNavigable Waters



Navigable WatersNavigable Waters

Means all interstate waters, intrastate lakes, Means all interstate waters, intrastate lakes, 
rivers and streams which are utilized by interstate rivers and streams which are utilized by interstate 
travelers for recreational or other purposes and travelers for recreational or other purposes and 
intrastate lakes, rivers and streams from which intrastate lakes, rivers and streams from which 
fish or shellfish are taken and sold in interstate fish or shellfish are taken and sold in interstate 
commerce.commerce.



OilOil



OilOil

Means oil of any kind or in any form Means oil of any kind or in any form 
including, without limitation, petroleum, fuel including, without limitation, petroleum, fuel 
oil, sludge, oil refuse and oil mixed with oil, sludge, oil refuse and oil mixed with 
wastes other than dredged spoil.  This wastes other than dredged spoil.  This 
definition includes animal and vegetable definition includes animal and vegetable 
oils.oils.



What is a Reportable Release in What is a Reportable Release in 
Ohio?Ohio?

Important Note:Important Note:
Just because a spill or release is considered Just because a spill or release is considered 
nonnon--reportablereportable under state and federal law,under state and federal law,
does not mean it should go unreported todoes not mean it should go unreported to
your company and/or supervisor.  Nor doesyour company and/or supervisor.  Nor does
it mean the incident does not require cleanit mean the incident does not require clean--
up action.up action.



ORC 6111ORC 6111
ORC 6111.04 ORC 6111.04 

It is illegal to It is illegal to 
discharge to waters of discharge to waters of 
the state without a the state without a 
valid permit.valid permit.
A responsible party A responsible party 
must take abatement must take abatement 
actions to correct the actions to correct the 
release.release.
Unless you have a Unless you have a 
valid permit, there are valid permit, there are 
no reporting no reporting 
requirements in ORC requirements in ORC 
6111.6111.



Oil ReportingOil Reporting

Oil on water, any Oil on water, any 
visible sheenvisible sheen
Oil into environment, Oil into environment, 
greater than 25 greater than 25 
gallonsgallons
Crude oil from Crude oil from 
extraction storage extraction storage 
facility, 210 gallonsfacility, 210 gallons



Chemical ReportingChemical Reporting

When chemical release When chemical release 
exceeds the Reportable exceeds the Reportable 
Quantity (RQ)Quantity (RQ)

Quantities found on Quantities found on 
USEPA’s Lists of ListsUSEPA’s Lists of Lists

Extremely Hazardous Extremely Hazardous 
Substances (EHS)Substances (EHS)
CERCLA Hazardous CERCLA Hazardous 
Substances (HS)Substances (HS)



“List of Lists” Example“List of Lists” Example



Reporting CriteriaReporting Criteria

Verbal NotificationsVerbal Notifications

Written Notification Written Notification 
(30 day reporting)(30 day reporting)



Verbal NotificationsVerbal Notifications

Within 30 minutes of Within 30 minutes of 
discovery of release discovery of release 

Local Fire DepartmentLocal Fire Department

Local Emergency Local Emergency 
Planning Committee Planning Committee 
(LEPC)(LEPC)

Ohio EPA DirectorOhio EPA Director
►► Emergency Emergency 

Response UnitResponse Unit
# 800# 800--282282--93789378



What To Report (Verbal)What To Report (Verbal)

(1)(1) The location of the release; The location of the release; 
(2)(2) The chemical name or identity of any substance The chemical name or identity of any substance 

involved in the release and whether the substance involved in the release and whether the substance 
is an extremely hazardous substance; is an extremely hazardous substance; 

(3)(3) An estimate of the quantity of any substance An estimate of the quantity of any substance 
released into the environment; released into the environment; 

(4)(4) The time and duration of the release; The time and duration of the release; 
(5)(5) The environmental medium or media into which the The environmental medium or media into which the 

substance was released;substance was released;



What To Report (Verbal)What To Report (Verbal)

(6)(6) Any known or anticipated acute or chronic health risksAny known or anticipated acute or chronic health risks
associated with the release and, if known to theassociated with the release and, if known to the
informant, advice regarding medical attentioninformant, advice regarding medical attention
necessary for individuals exposed to the substancenecessary for individuals exposed to the substance
released; released; 

(7) (7) Proper precautions to take as a result of the release, Proper precautions to take as a result of the release, 
including evacuation and other proposed response including evacuation and other proposed response 
actions, unless that information is readily available to actions, unless that information is readily available to 
the community emergency coordinator pursuant to the the community emergency coordinator pursuant to the 
plan of the district prepared under §3750.04 ORC; plan of the district prepared under §3750.04 ORC; 

(8) (8) The name and telephone number of the person or The name and telephone number of the person or 
persons to be contacted for further information.persons to be contacted for further information.



Written NotificationWritten Notification

Within 30 days of the Within 30 days of the 
release, a report must be release, a report must be 
sent to: sent to: 

LEPCLEPC
State Emergency State Emergency 
Response Commission Response Commission 
(SERC) c/o Ohio EPA(SERC) c/o Ohio EPA



What To Report (Written)What To Report (Written)

WhenWhen
LocationLocation
Product releasedProduct released
Environmental impactEnvironmental impact
Monitoring & durationMonitoring & duration
Mitigation & containment Mitigation & containment 
actionsactions
Prevention measuresPrevention measures

Health risksHealth risks
Permit numbersPermit numbers
ChronologyChronology
DocumentationDocumentation
CausesCauses
Economic impact Economic impact 
(optional)(optional)



NonNon--ReportableReportable

Release of the chemical is Release of the chemical is 
confined solely within the confined solely within the 
facility facility 

(OSHA versus (OSHA versus 
Environmental)Environmental)

Consider the Consider the 
consequences of nonconsequences of non--
reporting reporting 
If the release is reported, If the release is reported, 
then determined to be then determined to be 
nonnon--reportable, a 30 day reportable, a 30 day 
follow up report is follow up report is 
recommended.recommended.



Federal ReportingFederal Reporting

OilOil
Visible sheen to Visible sheen to 
navigable waterwaynavigable waterway

ChemicalChemical
Exceed Reportable Exceed Reportable 
Quantity (RQ)Quantity (RQ)

National Response National Response 
Center (NRC)Center (NRC)

800800--424424--88028802



How Can I Prepare For a Spill?How Can I Prepare For a Spill?



PlanningPlanning
Have a spill planHave a spill plan

Include company emergency contactsInclude company emergency contacts
►► Have backupsHave backups

Contact list of outside agencies for spill Contact list of outside agencies for spill 
notificationsnotifications
Know your resources (internal / external)Know your resources (internal / external)
Work with your local respondersWork with your local responders
PrePre--plan with your fire departmentplan with your fire department

Spill Prevention / Spill MinimizationSpill Prevention / Spill Minimization



Who’s In ChargeWho’s In Charge



Know Who’s RespondingKnow Who’s Responding



Incident CommandIncident Command
Unified CommandUnified Command



DocumentationDocumentation

MSDSMSDS

Shipping papersShipping papers

Manufacturer contactsManufacturer contacts



Know Your DrainageKnow Your Drainage

Downstream Downstream 
watershedwatershed

Sanitary systemSanitary system
Work with the Work with the 
local utilitieslocal utilities



Know Your DrainageKnow Your Drainage

Discharge points Discharge points 
Wildlife and sensitive Wildlife and sensitive 
areasareas
Containment locationsContainment locations



One last time….   Plan ahead!One last time….   Plan ahead!



Where Can I Get Help?Where Can I Get Help?

Ohio EPAOhio EPA
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/http://www.epa.state.oh.us/
RightRight--ToTo--Know (Spill Reporting)Know (Spill Reporting)
►► http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dapc/serc/http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dapc/serc/

Ohio EPA District OfficesOhio EPA District Offices

USEPAUSEPA
http://www.epa.gov/http://www.epa.gov/



Jim Crawford

937.285.6039

Jim.Crawford@epa.state.oh.us


