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Best Local Land Use PracticesBest Local Land Use Practices

December 2007December 2007

“Protect and Restore Lake Erie”“Protect and Restore Lake Erie”

Local Governments Can Have a Local Governments Can Have a 
Big Impact on Watershed and Big Impact on Watershed and 

Community QualityCommunity Quality
Location of development for minimum impactLocation of development for minimum impact
Management and control of storm water and Management and control of storm water and 
erosionerosion
Protection of riparian and wetland areas so Protection of riparian and wetland areas so 
they can do their job as “free infrastructure”they can do their job as “free infrastructure”
Protection of scenic, historic and natural Protection of scenic, historic and natural 
resources to help retain our “great place”resources to help retain our “great place”
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Best Local Land Use PracticesBest Local Land Use Practices
3 Model Ordinances3 Model Ordinances

coastal coastal 
protectionprotection

surface watersurface water
managementmanagement

meadow protectionmeadow protection

Comprehensive PlanningComprehensive Planning
Conservation DevelopmentConservation Development

Compact DevelopmentCompact Development
Transfer of Development RightsTransfer of Development Rights

Steep Slope ProtectionSteep Slope Protection
Historic PreservationHistoric Preservation

Source Water ProtectionSource Water Protection
Woodland ProtectionWoodland Protection
Access ManagementAccess Management

BrownfieldsBrownfields RedevelopmentRedevelopment
Scenic ProtectionScenic Protection

Agricultural ProtectionAgricultural Protection

Best Local Land Use PracticesBest Local Land Use Practices
11 Guidance Documents11 Guidance Documents

Riparian SetbacksRiparian Setbacks

Zoning setback similar to front and side yardsZoning setback similar to front and side yards
Improves storm drainage infrastructure function Improves storm drainage infrastructure function 
of creeks and waterwaysof creeks and waterways
Width determined by quantity of water managed Width determined by quantity of water managed 
in the sub watershedin the sub watershed
Typical setback provisions applyTypical setback provisions apply

Benefits of Riparian SetbacksBenefits of Riparian Setbacks

Provides free storm water and flood protection Provides free storm water and flood protection 
infrastructureinfrastructure
Reduces capital and maintenance costs Reduces capital and maintenance costs 
Works better than engineered solutionsWorks better than engineered solutions
Enhances design quality of developmentEnhances design quality of development
Enhances vegetation and habitat in development Enhances vegetation and habitat in development 
areasareas
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Conservation DevelopmentConservation Development

A planned unit development with special A planned unit development with special 
standards for preserving resourcesstandards for preserving resources
Residential, commercial, institutional or Residential, commercial, institutional or 
mixed usemixed use
Usually an option, with incentivesUsually an option, with incentives
Concentrates permitted development capacity Concentrates permitted development capacity 
on the site, while conserving the rest in open on the site, while conserving the rest in open 
spacespace
Based on “neutral density” conceptBased on “neutral density” concept



4

Is it Conservation Development?Is it Conservation Development?

40% of property is 40% of property is 
permanently protected permanently protected 
open spaceopen space
Open space is high Open space is high 
qualityquality
Open space is used for Open space is used for 
resource protectionresource protection
Intensity of Intensity of 
development is suitable development is suitable 
for locationfor location

Benefits of Conservation Benefits of Conservation 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Property values are enhanced or remain the sameProperty values are enhanced or remain the same
Diversity of housing product to accommodate diverse Diversity of housing product to accommodate diverse 
buyer marketbuyer market
Protects natural, scenic and cultural resourcesProtects natural, scenic and cultural resources
Can reduce storm drainage, infrastructure costsCan reduce storm drainage, infrastructure costs
Reduces impervious surfaceReduces impervious surface
Open space provides options for riparian, wetland, and Open space provides options for riparian, wetland, and 
stormwaterstormwater protectionprotection
Provides opportunity to restore/enhance vegetationProvides opportunity to restore/enhance vegetation
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Examples of Conservation Examples of Conservation 
DevelopmentDevelopment

12 municipalities and 21 townships in Northeast 12 municipalities and 21 townships in Northeast 
Ohio alone, including:Ohio alone, including:
Aurora CityAurora City
Hudson CityHudson City
Hiram Village and TownshipHiram Village and Township
Pittsfield TownshipPittsfield Township
…..…..

Riparian setback in a conservation Riparian setback in a conservation 
developmentdevelopment

Wetland Protection in a Conservation Wetland Protection in a Conservation 
DevelopmentDevelopment
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Best Local Land Use Practices Best Local Land Use Practices 
Technical AssistanceTechnical Assistance

Professional time to assist with drafting of Professional time to assist with drafting of 
riparian setback, conservation development and riparian setback, conservation development and 
storm water management codesstorm water management codes
Local community provides legal and/or Local community provides legal and/or 
engineering support as neededengineering support as needed
Public EducationPublic Education
Other assistance as neededOther assistance as needed

One Maritime Plaza, 4th Floor

Toledo, OH  43604

P: 419-245-2514

E: lakeeriecommission@ameritech.net

W: http://www.epa.state.oh.us/oleo

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/oleo/bg1/index.html

Best Local Land Use PracticesBest Local Land Use Practices
Kirby Date, AICPKirby Date, AICP

Countryside Program CoordinatorCountryside Program Coordinator
k.date@urban.csuohio.eduk.date@urban.csuohio.edu

www.countrysideprogram.orgwww.countrysideprogram.org


